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These are the times that try men’s souls.  The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crises, shrink from the service of their country, but he that stands now deserves the thanks of man and woman……….
                                                                                            Thomas Paine    December 19, 1776

General George Washington was so moved by Paine’s essay that he ordered it read to every unit of the Continental Army.
Just six days later, on the night of December 25, 1776, General Washington led his small army across the ice swollen Delaware River to attack the English winter camp at Trenton, N.J.  After an all night march the ragged American Army, some without shoes, attacked the English camp at dawn.  The Hessian mercenaries there fled the battlefield with hundreds captured.  The first victory of our Revolutionary War.
The Annual Meeting of Iowa Society SAR is scheduled for Saturday May 5, 2007

It will be held at the Gateway Center in Ames, Iowa.   

Iowa SAR will be joining with the annual meeting of Iowa DAR as we have in the past.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend.  On the 
agenda are the election of new officers and the
presentation of the Iowa winner of the Eagle Scout 
award.  Program and Details will be mailed to members later.
The Fall Meeting of IASSAR was held at the ` Tipton, IA Library on October 11, 2006. Compatriots joined with the Open Prairie Chapter of DAR. in a rededication of a lost but recently discovered bronze plaque honoring Charles Harry.  Harry was a Revolutionary War soldier buried in Tipton in 1843. .
His grave location and headstone have been missing for many years.  In 1943 the Tipton DAR Chapter placed a memorial plaque honoring Charles Harry in the Tipton School.  That plaque was then misplaced and only recently found. The plaque was placed on a concrete base on the Library grounds at this meeting.                                                  IASSAR Historian Michael Rowley learned of the discovery and dedication plans and arranged for IASSAR members to join the DAR.  Thanks Mike.

A dinner and business meeting followed the dedication.

President Dean Timm is holding meetings with local compatriots across Iowa. The first one was in Waterloo on December 17th, 2006.   Eighteen people came including six from Waterloo.  Dean reports there is interest in forming a local society there.  Good work men.
A second meeting is scheduled for Saturday March 17th in Mt Pleasant at the Sirloin Stockade at 12:30PM.  Darrel Wilkins is the Mt Pleasant contact 

A third meeting is planned for Sunday March 25th at Storm Lake at the Lake Shore Family Café at 12:30 PM.  Karl Kludas is the contact.


These meetings are intended to involve more compatriots in the life of Iowa SAR.
All members of Iowa SAR are encouraged to attend.  Put these dates on your calendar, 

A New Newsletter.  It has been about three years, since there has been a newsletter from the Iowa Society.  Too long.

The Board of Managers is aware that communication with members is the blood that keeps an organization alive and with this issue of The Iowa Patriot, the Board is responding to that concern. 


The Iowa Patriot will be published several times a year in the beginning.  It is hoped it will become a quarterly publication.  There will be a calendar of coming events and reports of past happenings.


I hope readers will share thoughts and ideas with The Iowa Patriot.  Letters will be published as space permits.  Let us know what you’re thinking.

Contact The Iowa Patriot at fekeith@juno.com 
Nominating Committee  This is the time of the year the Iowa Society SAR elects their State Officers.  The election will be held at the Annual meeting to be held on May 5th at the Gateway Hotel in Ames, Iowa.
Are there Compatriots just waiting to be asked to serve.  This is your chance. You are being asked to help.   Nominating Committee Chairman Volney Smith is waiting for your call.  Contact Volney at vhsmith@juno.com   or 515-987-3388 NOW. 
                        Just Volunteer!
 Robert Millet, Lee Ayers, Dean Timm, Michael Rowley
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    ISSAR Color Guards.  Tipton, IA Fall Meeting
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        Iowa Compatriots at Fall State Meeting 
                             Tipton Iowa            

    Meet the New Newsletter Editor
    
Francis Keith has accepted the job as Editor of the Iowa Sons of the American Revolution newsletter, The Iowa Patriot. 

    Fran and his wife Nan live in Pleasant Hill, Iowa. They have three children and eight grand children.  After graduation from the University of Iowa in 1957, he practiced dentistry for forty years in Des Moines.

    He served as president of the Iowa Dental Association in 1993 and was editor of the 
Iowa Dental Journal for three years.

    He writes as a hobby and in addition to professional journals, he has had articles published in the Des Moines Register and the University of Iowa Alumni Magazine.

     He served more than 26 years in the Iowa National Guard and the US Army Reserve. He enlisted in the Iowa National Guard as a private and retired as a full Colonel and Staff Officer at Health Services Command Headquarters. 
His active duty was during the Korean War in the US Air Force.

    The Keiths, now retired, live on Pelican Lake in Minnesota during the summer and enjoy travel.   They were in New Zealand in 2006 and will be taking two teenage grandsons to London and Paris this summer.                                       
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